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That heroic declaration was cheered enthusastically by the House. If there had
been fears or doubts these were ended.

There was an arresting phrase in the speech which was variously interpreted.
Churchill was confident of what we should do "if necessary alone." What
did the words mean?

Coming from the Gallery I discussed them with a friend. Were they a rhetorical
flourish? Or was there the possibility of our being deserted by our Ally?

The words proved ominous and prophetic. A fortnight later came the dreadful
news of the fail of France. Although Churchill in order to avert that calamity
offered France full partnership with Great Britain, Paul Reynaud, her courageous
Prime Minister, was overthrown by defeatists, faint-hearts and intriguers in his
Cabinet at Bordeaux and a Government in favour of an Armistice was formed by
P&ain.

Parliament, like every section of the community, was stunned when the veteran
Marshal announced that France must cease fighting and approached Hider for "an
honourable peace." It was almost unbelievable but 'twas true. With grief at the
military collapse and moral decline of France, we saw "power dropping from the
hand of paralytic factions, and no soul to snatch and wield it."

The British Commonwealth was left to fight alone. Foreign observers, and
among them French, believed we would be subdued in a few weeks. We did not
quail or hesitate.

On the day following the tragic news from across the Channel I sat in the Press
Gallery. I was proud to witness the inspiring scene. Churchill received an
encouraging, trusting welcome from the House and gratified it by the unflinching
tone of his speech. In a memorable sentence of an eloquent peroration he spoke
of the approaching Battle of Britain and said;

"Let us brace ourselves to our duty and so bear ourselves that if the British
Commonwealth and Empire last for a thousand years men will still say 'This
was their finest hour.' "

Contempt, rather than fear, prevailed when Italy took the opportunity of the
French collapse to throw off her non-belligerent cloak and enter the war on the
side of Germany, stabbing France in the back and hoping to make herself Mistress
of the Mediterranean.

But what about the powerful French Fleet? Members of Parliament anxiously
put the question to one another day after day. When the French Ministers begged
to be released from the obligation not to enter on separate negotiations the British
Government undertook to give that release provided the French Fleet was despatched
to British ports. As that condition was not complied with steps were taken to
avert as far as possible the danger of the Fleet passing under German and Italian
control. After an honourable alternative had been rejected by the French Admiral
a British Battle Squadron disabled French ships of war at Oran. For that action the
Petain Government, settled at Vichy, broke off diplomatic relations with this
country.

rallying note,   "In the fullest harmony
moving through a period of extreme danger and of splendid hope whctt. everjr
virtue of our race will be tested, and all that we have and arc will be freely staked, *